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Subject: Latest CNN article on WV water- Federal grand jury investigates West Virginia chemical spill 
(video link) 

Federal grand jury investigates West Virginia chemical spill 

Bv Drew Griffin and David Fitzpatrick 

]\() 

(CNN) --A federal grand jury investigation has been launched into the West Virginia chemical spill that left 300,000 people unable to use their water supply, CNN 
learned Tuesday. 

Sources familiar with the grand jury 1s activities tell CNN that subpoenas have been issued requiring testimony for what one federal ot1icial confirms is a criminal 
investigation. 

According to the source, the grand jury investigation has been under way since just after the spill at the Freedom Industries chemical storage facility on the Elk River 
in Charleston, West Virginia. The spill came to light in early January. 

On January 9, more than 7,000 gallons of 4-methylcyclohexane methanol, known as MCHM, leaked into Charleston's water supply from a Freedom Industries storage 
tank. The result was a do-not-use order that left about 300,000 people in the area unable to drink or bathe in their water, some for more than a week. 

Freedom Industries later told regulators that in addition to the methanol compound that escaped from a ruptured tank, a 
--was part of the leak. 

PPH is not believed to pose any new health hazard for the people of Charleston, the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said. But the state 
environmental agency said failing to accurately report the makeup of the leak is a violation of state law. 

The CDC said little is known about the health hazards ofPPH, but it appears to be less toxic than MCHM and made up about 5% of the total volume of the leaking 
tank. 

"Given the small percentage ofPPH in the tank and infmmation suggesting similar water solubility as MCHM, it is likely that any amount ofPPH cun-ently in the 
water system would be extremely low," it said. "However, the water system has not been tested for this material." 

Elizabeth Scharman, West Virginia's poison control director, told CNN last month that MCHM had not been widely studied. 

"\Ve don't know the safety info, how quickly it goes into air, its boiling point," Scharman said. 
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The chemical is used to wash coal before it goes to market to reduce ash. Exposure to it can cause vomiting, dizziness, headaches, dian·hea and in·itated skin, among 
other symptoms, the American Association of Poison Control Centers and CNNs previous reporting shows. 
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